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Efforts to protect and provide clean water highlighted by bottled water industry 
on World Water Day

Alexandria, VA – Members of the International Bottled Water Association (IBWA) proudly recognized 
World Water Day 2018 by highlighting the importance of protecting water resources and providing 
clean drinking water. 

“Protecting and preserving water resources has always been a part of the bottled water industry’s 
mission, and we continue our efforts to help ensure that all water resources are sustainable for future 
generations,” said Jill Culora, IBWA’s Vice President of Communications. “Bottled water companies 
are good stewards of the environment and are continuously developing efficient ways to use and 
conserve this critical resource.”

The bottled water industry is a minimal user of water. Bottled water production accounts for just 0.01 
percent of all water used in the United States. To put that figure into perspective, total US bottled water
consumption is about 18 billion gallons of water per year, which is the amount of tap water New York 
City uses in just 2.5 weeks, Culora says.

Bottled water has the lowest water footprint of all packaged drinks. It uses only 1.32 liters of water 
(including the 1 liter consumed) to produce a 1-liter product, according to a 2015 Antea Group study 
for IBWA.

This year’s United Nations World Water Day theme is Nature for Water, which is about exploring 
nature-based solutions to water challenges faced in the 21st century. One of these challenges is 
reducing waste in waterways. The International Bottled Water Association is concerned about this too 
and recently partnered with Keep America Beautiful to work on educating consumers about recycling, 
which will help keep recyclables out of waterways.

Water sustainability is very important to all bottled water companies when constructing a plant, due to 
the long-term business investment required to build it. The ability to ensure the availability of the 
source water (whether from groundwater or a public water system) and protect the land and 
environment around the source and bottling facility is just as important. Once a bottling plant is built, 
water use and withdrawals are closely monitored by the company.



Bottled water companies  are continuously dependent upon a safe, fresh supply of water. Contrary to 
the many false claims, they do not  “drain aquifers” or use more water than can be replenished.
Constructing bottled water plants are a very costly endeavor and is a business decision made after 
extensive analysis of source water sustainability and plant impact.

“Bottled water is just one of thousands of food, beverage, and other commercial water users,” Culora 
said. “The bottled water industry actively supports comprehensive water use and groundwater 
management policies that are science-based, multi-jurisdictional, treat all users equitably, and provide 
for future needs of this important resource.” 

The industry also recognizes that clean drinking water is unavailable or limited in many parts of the 
world. Bottled water companies regularly assist communities around the world by providing clean, 
sanitary drinking water in places where insufficient water delivery infrastructure poses serious health 
risks. A growing number of bottled water companies have designated a portion of their income to 
support global programs, which help establish long-term solutions for the provision of water for 
drinking, sanitation, and hygiene in under-served and developing communities.

For more information about bottled water, visit bottledwater.org. 


