
Water and Development Congress opens in Buenos Aires: Delivering water security
and water quality in emerging economies 

Over 2,000 participants from 80 countries will meet this week in Buenos Aires to find solutions to the 
world’s growing water challenges, some of the most critical issues confronting the planet today. The 
Water and Development Congress (13 – 16 November) brings together water science and research 
with the public and private sectors, financial institutions and policy makers, to drive water cooperation 
and water solutions that can be applied globally. 

The Water and Development Congress is a global water event focusing on developing and emerging 
economies, countries with some of the most significant water challenges now and in the future. 
Organized by the International Water Association, participants will explore how new research, best 
practices, policies and regulation, and new financial models from around the world, can help meet the 
growing threats to both water availability and water quality, and make progress towards achieving 
universal access to safe water and sanitation. 

“Water is pivotal for societal development, environmental health and sustainable economic growth”, 
says Professor Kala Vairavamoorthy, Executive Director of the International Water Association. “There 
is enormous potential to address water challenges by implementing available solutions and best 
practice at scale, as well as through innovations in science, technology and policy.”
 
The Water and Development Congress is a global event that provides a platform for national, regional 
and international cooperation on water. It bridges the gap between the science and practice of water 
management, connecting it with industry, financial institutions, civil society and policy makers, to 
deliver practical solutions that help achieve the globally agreed 2030 Sustainable Development Goal 
vision for water. 

The Water and Development Congress features a wide range of experts from all areas of the water 
and development sectors. Thought leaders speaking at the Congress include:
  

• Jeffrey Sachs, renowned economist (Columbia University) 
• Pablo Bereciartua, Secretary for Water Resources, Argentina  
• Kala Vairavamoorthy, urban water management expert  (International Water Association) 
• Henk Ovink, Special Envoy for International Water Affairs, Kingdom of The Netherlands  
• Léo Heller, UN Special Rapporteur on the Human Rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 
• Eleanor Allen, CEO of Water for People 
• Guangzhe Chen, Senior Director, Water Global Practice at the World Bank 
• Dhesigen Naidoo, CEO of the Water Research Commission, South Africa. 

Winners of 2017 Water and Development Awards

Two leading water innovators have been awarded the 2017 Water and Development Awards by the 
International Water Association. Working to deliver solutions to global water challenges, both have 
been recognized by the international water community for their outstanding contributions to the 
practice and science of water, which have improved the lives of millions of people in low- and middle-
income countries.

Barbara Evans’ research has played a key role in developing effective strategies for securing safe 
access to water and sanitation, with a sustained attention to poor urban and rural communities. She 
has been awarded the IWA Water and Development Award for Research for increasing our 



understanding on community-wide approaches to tackle urban and rural water and sanitation 
challenges.

Marco Antonio Cevallos has shown how management vision can lead water utilities in emerging 
economies to deliver vastly improved services, even to the poorest in society. He is awarded the IWA 
Water and Development Award for Practice for instigating a new service paradigm that places greater 
emphasis on community engagement, resource stewardship, and investment decisions that consider 
the social, economic and environmental costs.  

“The IWA Development Awards recognize excellence, leadership and innovation in the water sector, 
and aim to encourage the continued contribution to the sustainable management of water in low- and 
middle-income countries”, said Kalanithy Vairavamoorthy, Executive Director of the International Water
Association. “Barbara Evans and Marco Antonio Cevallos have both made significant contributions to 
realizing safe water and improved sanitation for millions of people."

Barbara Evans said, “I am delighted and honored to accept this award. My work is dedicated to the 4.5
billion people worldwide who lack access to safely managed sanitation. I am very excited to have the 
opportunity which this award brings to work with the IWA’s members, who play a vital role in WASH 
service delivery, to further develop our understanding of how to deliver the SDG target 6.2 of universal
access to safely managed sanitation.”

Marco Antonio Cevallos, said, “I am honored by this award, which only strengthens my commitment to 
improving water management for the people of Ecuador. Throughout my life working in water 
management, I have found that my efforts would be nothing if not for the amazing people on my team. 
I share this award with them and look forward to continue reaching our goals together.”

The awards were presented during the opening Ceremony of the IWA Water and Development 
Congress & Exhibition in Buenos Aires, on November 13. 

About the International Water Association
The International Water Association is a global knowledge hub for water professionals and anyone 
concerned about the future of water. It has sixty-year heritage connecting water professionals 
worldwide to find solutions to the world’s water challenges as part of a broader sustainability agenda. 
As a non-profit organization with members in more than 130 countries, the IWA connects scientists to 
practitioners and communities so that pioneering research delivers sustainable solutions. It further 
fosters technological innovation and drives best practice through international frameworks and 
standards.

http://www.iwa-network.org/

